
Dear Viking Families & Students, 
 
Welcome to the start of the 2018-2019 school year!  I hope this welcome letter finds you and your families well 

and looking forward to our new school year at Mills High School.  This year, Mills celebrates our 60th year of 

excellence!  We are proud to have served generations in our community, inspiring learning for growth and 

empowering our young people to make a positive impact on our world.  Mills is a school of excellence both in how 

we teach students and how we serve them.  Our students are remarkable in every regard- in the classroom, on the 

athletic field, on the stage, in the laboratory.  While Mills could easily rest upon our laurels of excellence, we don’t. 

As a faculty and staff, we are continually striving to do better for our students.  Thank you for selecting Mills as 

your home.  

Please make sure to mark your calendars for the following registration/orientation dates in August.  It is 

imperative that all incoming and returning students attend the assigned dates and times for registration.  During 

registration, your student will submit important paperwork including your signature agreements regarding our 

school policies outlined in the school handbook posted on our website (https://mhs.schoolloop.com), take a school 

picture for the yearbook and receive an updated student identification card, be assigned a locker, and a class 

schedule.   

The first day of instruction will be Wednesday, August 15th, with a regular bell schedule (Period 1-7) and all first 

period classes meeting for instruction starting at 8:00 am.  Our weekly bell schedule with Tuesday/Wednesday 

block periods will begin the week of August 21st. 

Mills will continue to offer Flex Time twice a week during the regular school day on Tuesday and Wednesday Block 

Days.   Flex Time is designed for all students to receive help from teachers regarding homework completion and 

skill development on a weekly basis.  Students will be allowed to select which teachers to visit during Flex Time, 

and we hope that Flex Time will support our students and increase their access to teachers during the regular 

school day.  All students are required to be meeting with a teacher of their choice during Flex Time.   

Save-the-date for our annual Back-to-School Night on Thursday, September 6th, beginning at 6pm in our 

auditorium.  We will offer a short program followed by the opportunity for you to visit and learn about the courses 

your student is enrolled in for the new school year.  Back-to-School night is an invaluable opportunity for you to 

meet with each teacher to review the course syllabi, learn about homework, grading policies and course 

curriculum, and to begin your relationship with each teacher focused on your student’s success.   

In order to best serve our students, we need your help and participation in a variety of ways.  Parent participation 

is a necessity to be able to offer the high quality high school experience that each of our students deserve during 

the four year experience at Mills.  The Mills Community offers a number of ways to get involved to strengthen our 

vision and our experiences for students.  Please consider the following parent participation opportunities and 

commit your time to supporting our school: 

● Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) of Mills High School ~ This organization is the umbrella of our parent 
participation at Mills.  We are fortunate to have Joy Henry returning as our 2018-2019 PTO president.  Our 
first meeting will be a PTO Potluck on Wednesday, August 29th, at 6:30pm in our Cafeteria.  However, 
there are many opportunities to help the PTO as a parent volunteer prior to this date including 
volunteering to help with registration during August 9th-10th and our annual Teacher Luncheon on 
Monday, August 13th.  

● Mills Music and Arts Group (MMAG) ~ The MMAG is the cornerstone of our music program at Mills High 
School.  We want to offer the annual Disneyland Trip to our music students this year.  Our band director, 
David Gregoric, will need parent help and support to continue to make these events happen and to build 
our music program for our students.    
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● Drama Guild ~ Each year we see an increasing number of students participate in our Drama program and 
our Fall Play and Spring Musical.  These events would not be as successful if it wasn’t for the dedicated 
group of parents that help us organize these events each year.  The Drama Guild seeks support from 
parents in any way they can help– from procuring our prop list to teaching students how to run our 
state-of-the-art lighting and sound system.  We are fortunate to have dedicated staff and faculty to 
spearhead our Drama program, and they need your support.  

● Athletic Boosters ~ Our Athletic Program at Mills needs your support to help build and coordinate our 
experiences for our young athletes.  This dedicated group of parents and community members works to 
ensure that our athletes are supported and recognized throughout the school year. The Athletic Boosters 
meets once a month on the same Wednesdays as our PTO at 6pm in the Principal’s Conference Room.    

● Mills Planning Committee (MPC)/School Site Council ~ Mills is seeking two parent volunteers to join our 
MPC, a decision-making body comprised of teachers, staff, students, administration and parents that 
provides input for our Single Plan for Student Achievement (SPSA) and assists in guiding our overall vision 
and mission as a school.  If you are interested in joining this committee that meets once a month on every 
second Wednesday, please email me prior to Monday, August 20th, if you are interested in serving on 
MPC.    

● ELAC (English Learner Advisory Committee) ~ The ELAC is an advisory committee that advises the 
principal and staff on on recommendations for improving our services for students that speak and learn 
English as a second language in the school setting.  This ELAC advises the School Site Council on the Single 
Plan for Student Achievement, advocating and ensuring that the needs and development of English 
Language Learners are at the forefront of our efforts. We are looking for your input and for volunteers to 
serve on our District ELAC (DELAC).   

● Latino Parent Group ~ This parent group is comprised of our Hispanic/Latino parents and meets monthly 
to discuss issues of common interest around supporting our Hispanic/Latino students.  The group is 
coordinated by our parent coordinator, Vilima Olivera.  Please reach out to her at volivera@smuhsd.org 
for more information.   

 
Thank you for considering how you can contribute and participate in our active and supportive parent community 

at Mills.  Your participation is essential, and we are grateful for your time and support.   

I want to extend my gratitude for the opportunity to continue to serve as the Mills High School Principal for the 

upcoming school year.  It is through the strength and dedication of our community, the hard work of our faculty 

and staff, and the inspiration of each and every one of our students as they embrace Mills and develop their 

unique characteristics, interests and passions that I find myself continuously driven and dedicated to our school. 

Please do not hesitate to contact us with any questions regarding next school year.   

Sincerely, 

 

Pamela Duszynski 

Principal 
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